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Artists Interview Artists: Erin Antognoli
Erin Antognoli, an artist and blogger from Germantown, MD,
participates in the Artists Interview Artists Project. Below Erin responds
to another artist's five questions (Karen Winters). In order to participate,
Erin had to provide me with five questions for some other artist to
answer. The assigning of questions to artists is completely random. If
you're an artist and interested in participating, let me know.

7th Street Bike
Toned Silver Gelatin Print
20" x 16"
2006

1. Do you work in more than one medium? How do the two (or more)
influence each other?

I primarily work in traditional and digital photography, as
well as in mixed media. I have also taken classes in lots of
different art media including drawing, 3-D design and
metal working to feed into the mixed media. There are a lot
of obvious ways that the different media influence each
other, and some not so obvious. With mixed media, I often
use my photographs within the larger piece by sewing,
adhering, or wiring them in place, so that's an obvious
crossover. But with my recent Holga work, I have been
drawn toward the layering effect in camera. There's no
Photoshop involved with this, no work done to the negative
except for printing the image on Fiber Based paper and
toning it. But when I'm composing the image, I take some
time to look around and think of how I can connect the
elements in the vicinity by juxtaposing or overlapping in
camera, which is very similar to how I would think when
making a mixed media piece.

b A R T e r !

Visit bARTer by clicking here - Trade
#7 posted on 8/9

R e c e n t  C o m m e n t s

fiona Ross on Projects Revealed

dean on Projects Revealed

J.T. Kirkland on Projects Revealed

jose ruiz on Projects Revealed

tim tate on Projects Revealed

michael janis on Projects Revealed

Megan on Caio Fonseca @
Corcoran

Lenny on Projects Revealed

Karen Jacobs on Projects Revealed

J.T. Kirkland on Projects Revealed

T o  V i e w  M y
A r t w o r k . . .

J.T.'s Art Web site

M y  f a v o r i t e  a r t
b l o g s . . .

About Last Night

Artblog - Fallon & Rosof

Drawer - Warren Craghead

From the Floor

Modern Arts Administration Notes

Solarize This

Studio Notebook

Washington, DC Art News and
Criticism



03/07/2007 12:46 PMThinking About Art: Artists Interview Artists: Erin Antognoli

Page 2 of 5http://thinkingaboutart.blogs.com/art/2006/07/artists_intervi_1.html

May 2006

Subscribe to this blog's feed

Add me to your TypePad People list

Powered by TypePad

S i t e  M e t e r

As far as the other types of media I can and have used, I
like to have at least a basic knowledge of a lot of different
techniques so that if I have an idea for a piece of art, no
matter how wacky or off the wall, I will have the tools to
get me there. So not feeling as limited with regard to my
approach is definitely an influence on the final outcome of
a project.

2. Would you collect your own work if you saw it in a gallery? Why or
why not?

Some of it, definitely, and some not so much. It's kind of
funny because sometimes I look at my old work and think I
could never make this now because I'm no longer in that
emotional place in my life to be able to focus on that
particular subject or process or whatever it is. But I still
find it fascinating because once enough time has passed, it's
often as if I'm looking at someone else's work. Once I'm that
detached from the piece, it's easier to tell if I like it. And I
do like a lot of what I've done in the past... and a few pieces
not so much!
There is also a lot of my work that will never see the light
of day, either because I don't like it enough to show it, or
because it wasn't made to be shown. I don't tend to show
work that I'm not proud of or don't connect with
emotionally.
So what I look for in any art, whether it would be my own
or someone else's, is something that I connect with, and that
can be on a variety of levels in a variety of media. There
isn't one neat answer for what might attract me to collect a
piece of art.

3. When did you first realize you were an artist (or got the courage to
identify yourself as an artist.)

I was quite lucky that my talent was recognized and
fostered early on. My mother would sign me up for
weekend and summer art classes as a child because she
knew I enjoyed them, and that continued all through high
school, and then college when I actually majored in
Photojournalism and got my MFA in photography.
Although I have to say that I wasn't THE family artist
because my older cousin was / is an incredible artist (she's
an illustrator in Pittsburgh now), and many of my family
members were artistically inclined. Having such talented
people around through all the stages of my life has helped
to both inspire me and to keep my ego in check! Art is just
something I always did from as far back as I can remember,
so I always considered myself to be an artist and didn't give
that much thought.

4. Quick. You can draw one thing and it's the last thing you'll ever be
able to draw. What would it be.

I guess it would depend on what the circumstances were at
the time. If I wanted to tell someone something, then I'd
draw that, or if I wanted someone to see the last thing I
saw, I'd draw whatever was in front of me. Usually when
I'm doodling, or even when I'm working on something more
elaborate, I tend to draw what I see, but to add things in
that aren't actually there, or to combine things I see on two
ends of the room to make one new object. But really, I
don't plan that far ahead!
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5. You can create one piece of art and it will be acclaimed a world
masterpiece. What will the subject be? What thoughts go through your
mind as you think about how to approach it?

I don't really think about people or how they will react
when I make art. I try to find something that moves me and
go from there. I doubt that would change if I knew someone
would actually care about what I was making : )

6. You have to evacuate your studio due to a (fire/flood/tornado)
coming. Along with your important papers and family photos you can
only save one piece of your art work. Which one do you take and why?

I don't really know. A lot of my art portrait photos are also
of my family, and those would be the ones I'd go for first
(particularly a platinum print I made of my grandmother a
couple of years before she died), but if family photos are
already included, then I don't think I have a favorite. Every
piece is a testament to where I was at the point in time that
I made it, and so I think they're all equally sentimental to
me in the grand scheme of things. I really mainly make art
to keep myself sane. For me it's more about the process of
creating than it is about the art itself. As long as I didn't go
blind in this incident, I suppose I can always make new
work (though not the same work as before) and look ahead
rather than back. But that was my plan anyway, minus the
losing all of my old artwork part!

Chinatown
Toned Silver Gelatin Print
20" x 16"
2005
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